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FRESH TAKE

Eighth graders from New York's

school at Columbia University
reinvent classroom furniture with

E the P of des gn studio Aruliden
BY ELIZABETH PAGLIACOLD

education?
Bringing this question to this year's grade eight class from The School at

Colu

ty, Rinat Aruh and Johan Liden of Mew York studio Aruliden

uidec

behin rpad by Bernhardt

Deasign. After tz

ng a8 good I

ok arpund = at lockers that look ke "toxic waste
35 -

s, they craated inspiration boards

nd, and at hard plastic chalrs and desks on matal

durmps” by year's

an their r

earch. Just like the pro:

they

wwed tea are and visited other schools before sketching out their

inter

s. Aruliden taught them how to extrapolate from tiny models to larger

New school The kid-friendly finalists of the Inde

Teddy Bag, Frangoia Veraz and Ang Eguiguren’s Elephant Walk Dask, des

furnishings and then pare back. Whila one chair concept featured "storage
wheals, extensions for length and width, reclining functions and arm and leg
rests” the final prototype is much simpler, integrating & basket, a handle and
& swivel mechanism. The matching desk, complate with accessory
panel, contributes to a flexible environment that encourages collaboration
But the pitgce de résistance is the locker: its doorknob and name tag, not to
mention a waalth of storage, make it a personal haven in any chaotic hallway
While the project taught students how to use design to solve problams, it

gave them a taste of what it's like to be a design star. At ICFF, Tools at
Schools took the Editor's Award for Best Design School. and in November it
will be the subject of an exhibit at New York's Museum of Art and Design
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Akshara (Hindi for “letter”) 1s a box set of tactile

winning design, is a backpack that transforms into Pennington, incorporates stors cue cards designed by Sayantani Dasgupta and
a dask and bench whan school’s out temporarily writing surface into a playful ur Meghma Mitra to spark young imaginations
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